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so large, that one of its branches covered a lent.   See Lightfoot.

We should, indeed, be much mistaken, if we judged of the size
of vegetables in the east, from those of the same species in our
colder climate.

THE LEAVEN.

This fourth parable expresses the influence of the Gospel
upon the minds of mankind, under the imagery of a little leaven,
which, by its fermentation, leavened three measures of meal, the
usual quantity that was kneaded at once; signifying that "'the
word of GOB? which is licely and powerful" in its operation,
would u leaven," improve, and meliorate " the whole heap" or
mass of which man is composed, his spirit, soul, and 'body, with
the affections, appetites, and passions, (1 Thess. v. 23.)

THE HIDDEN TREASURE, &C.

This and the two following parables are addressed peculiarly
to the Apostles., and seem to represent the various dispositions
of the converts they would make to the Gospel; some would
embrace it with joy, when found as it were by accident, like
treasure h idden in a field; others when found after long and
diligent search, like the merchant seeking precious pearls, both
purchasing the field and the pearl of great price for all their
substance. The last represents them (in conformity with their
usual occupation of fishermen) as casting a net into the sea, and
" catching men" indiscriminately of all sorts., good and bad, to
compose the visible Church of CHRIST, or " all who profess and
call themselves Christians;" of whom a selection should be
made, when " the net should be drawn, ashore" or in the general
judgment at " the end of the world," when a the good should be
gathered into vessels," in heaven, but a the bad cast away,"
and thrown into hell-fire. The former parable of the tares seems
to describe the final lot of mankind in genera^ under all the dis-
pensations ; this of the net, under the Christian, in particular.

When JESUS had finished these parables, he asked his dis-
ciples, " Whether they understood all these ?" And upon their
answering in the affirmative., " Yea, LORD/' he told them that
every " scribe? or Jewish teacher, who should be " disciplined/'
and made a Christian teacher, should bring out of Ms treasures
or stores of knowledge, " fruits new and old," or the modem
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